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LETTER 


Author of an Enquiry, &c. 


. 
O fay that you are an enemy to 
the Diſſenting Intereſt, is to ſay that 

— you are guilty of the groſſeſt hypo- 
criſy; a crime that ſhould never be laid to 
the charge of any perſon but upon the ful- 
leſt evidence. And yet it 1s not eaſy to 
account for this, that a prudent gentleman, 
who is really its friend, ſhould write in the 
manner you have done. Several things 
there are in your letter which I cannot but 
look upon as an abundant proof of this aſ- 

ſertion. e 

_ If we may judge of our intereſt by the 

ſtate of our meetings, it 1s very evident that 

A 2 While 


(4) 
while it decays in ſome places, it flouriſhes 
in others.* Your readers would have feen 
a ſufficient reaſon for the ſubje& of your 
| Engquzry, if you had taken notice of this, 
and gone no farther : But as if you deſign'd 
not to ſerve us, but render us contemptible 
in the eyes of our enemies, you all along 
ſpeak of our intereſt as 22 4 decaying, low 

condition. p. 1. 37. 1 
Our Miniſters are generally of as reputa- 
ble families as their neighbours, the Clergy 
of the Church of England ; and that which 
recommends them to the greater part of our 
people, is the piety of their lives, and their 
plain, ſerious, and ſcriptural way of preach- 
ing: But as if they were ſome of the vileſt of 
perſons, and as if none were ſo weak as their 
hearers, you are pleaſed to tell us, that he 
are principally maintained among. us, whoſe 
births and hopes :are low, and conſequently 
can prattiſe the low arts of wheedling the 
people into a choice of them, p. 32. And as 
if you levelled this reflection particularly at 
our elder Miniſters, who are at leaſt as great 
a credit to our cauſe, and contribute as 
much to the ſupport of our intereſt, as thoſe 
you expreſs ſuch high thoughts of, p. 35. 
* In many congregations in theſe parts, the num ber of Dif- 
ſenters is greatly increaſed within theſe twenty years, and the 
Iintereſt continues ſo to fiouriſs, that I am confedent ſome of ouy 
honeſt people, who converſe only in their own neighboarhood, will 
be ſurpriz'd to bear of An Enquiry into the Cauſes of its 
Decay : Free Tooughts, EF, P. 3t. EO EE, 
ny” 2” Ew | YOU 
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CF I: 
you infer from what you fay, that the vir: 
tue of thoſe younger gentlemen, who yet ne- 
main with us is, to be aqmired and valued, 
fence their want of ſucceſs is only owing to 
their want of this mean and groveling art. 
Is this the language of a friend? or rather, 
who but an enemy would thus load both 
our Miniſters and People with the vileſt re- 
proaches ! | 
You are mighty deſirous to make a hand- 
ſome apology for the Miniſters who were 
called unto liberty amongſt us, but yet have 
forſaken it, and voluntarily put on the fet- 
ters of the Church, p. 25. Their charac- 
ter ſeems to have been raiſed the higher, 
p-. 33. that the reflections you have made 
on thoſe we principally maintain may fall 
the heavier. One while you ſeem ro be a 
hearty advocate for liberty; liberty the cauſe 
of God, and the happineſs of Mankind, p. 
44. But here to ſerve a turn, you are 
pleading for thoſe who have given it up, 
and thereby done it a greater prejudice than 
never to have engaged in it. And as if you 
with them had deſerted us and gone over 
to the Church,, the arguments you ule in 
their defence are of ſuch a nature, that if 
they, who lived in the time when the act of 
uniformity took place, had thought they had 
been of force, the Diflenters would have 
loſt near two thouſand of their Miniſters. 
The reverend and worthy Dr. CaLamy 
e e N La 
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ſeems to have admired them, becauſe they 
choſe rather to reſign their Liviugs than 

their Principles. You muſt look upon this 
as one of their puritanical Oddities, and an 
inſtance of their weakneſs, or you can never 
juſtify the gentlemen whoſe cauſe you are 
pleading. Had thoſe Miniſters pleaded for 
themſelves in the manner you do tor theſe 

\ gentlemen, hat they were forced to reſign 

their principles from their not being able to 

live by them, and obliged in juſtice to them- 

ſelves, to their jamilies and to ſociety, which 

they ought not to encumber, to quit the peo- 
ple who ſtood up for their liberty, and ſeek 
proviſion elſewhere (p. 32.) ſome might poſ- 

' ſibly have admir'd them the more for their 
Senſe and Politeneſs ; but not, as I think, 
for their Piety and Virtue. 

The beſt apology I can make for this 
ſtrange and inconſiſtent conduct is this, that 
you are zealouſly promoting the intereſt of 
one party among the Diſſenters, and thro' 
an over- eager deſire of ſerving them, are go- 
ing the way to ſink and ruin all the reſt; 
and that the heat of your zeal has at ſome 
times tranſported you ſo tar, that you forget 

and contradict your own principles. . 

| | The party, I mean, are thoſe amongſt us, 

' Who fancy themſelves to be perſons of the 
molt free and generous ſentiments, and that 
they have long renounced all bigottry and en- 

thuſlaſin, p. 8. and who ſuppoſe that they 

= e 


(5) 
are the only, or at leaſt the beſt friends of 
liberty, and who are indeed for giving mi- 
niſters as unbounded 4 liberty of ſpeaking their 
ſentiments in public as of forming them in 
private, p. 37. and for having the people 
give thoſe they look upon as heretical the 
ſame incouragement as they give to the mi- 
niſters they count orthodox, that they may 
no longer territy and frighten them from us, 
and give them an opportunity of complaining 
that they do not att conſiftently with their 1} 
principles, p. 38. Theſe are the Diſſenters 1 
you ſeem to value, and according to you, no It 
account is to be made of the reſt who cannot  _. fi 
come into ſuch generous ſentiments. And 1 
as for thoſe particularly, who, as you think, 
miſiake themſelves to be the only goſpel- itt 
churghes, and wou'd join with no other upon 41 
any lu, you ſeem to be quite out of pa- tt 
tience with them, and are pleaſed to fay, 
that their ſpiritual pride is as odtons to the 
more generous of us 4, it is to the Church of 
England, p. 30. „ 
You juſtly obſerve, that the fundamental ' MW 
principle of the Diſſeuters is a liberty for e- m—— 
very man to form his own ſentiments, and _ I 
to purſive them by all lacuful and regular me- Ki 
thode; to diſelium the impoſitions of men, 
aud to worſhip Gd according to the dictates 
of his own conſcience, p. 6. Let us keep this 
principie of liberty in our eye, and bring the 
ſentiments and conduct of thoſe who fo 
much 


F 
much offend you, yeur carriage towards 
them, and the liberty you would have us 
give our Miniſters to this, as to a ſtandard 
by which we are to try them. 

Lou tell us in p. 8. that there are many 
who diſſent from the eſtabliſhment not upon 
this principle, but becauſe they think their 
own method of worſhip to be the only ſerip- 
tural method, and plead as ſtrifily and with 
as much bigottry for it, as the higheſt in the 
Church of England do for the divine right of 
Epi ſcopacy. According to this, we have two 
ſorts of Diſſenters which are ſet in oppoſition 

-to one another. VVV 
The firſt fort of Diſſenters are ſuch as diſ- 
ſent upon the principle of liberty for every 
' man to form his own ſentiments, &c. and, as 
we muit add, to make the oppoſition com- 
pleat, ſuch as don't think their own method 
of worſhip to be the only ſeriptural method, 
and ſuch as don't plead as ſtricity and with as 
much bigottry tor it as the higheſt in the 
Church of England do for rhe divine right 
of Epiſcopacy. Thele are the Diſſenters you 
admire, but whether you have found them 
among the Presbyrerians, Independents or 
Baptiſts, I cannot take upon me to deter- 
mine; for, ſpeaking of the three denominati- 
ons in the general, you obſerve, p. 27. that 
they all think their particular one to be the 
ſeriptural method. And ſince they have 
ſuch thoughts of it, 'tis natural to . 

5 that 
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» higheſt in the Church of England do for the 
divine right of Epiſcopacy. 1 

The firſt part of the character of the d- 
ther ſort of Diſſenters is this, that h do 
not diſſent from the eſtabliſhment upon this 
principle of liberty. If this be ſo, I ſhall very 
readily join with you in cenſuring them, but 
the proof of it is wanting: For if it be 
ask d apou uubat principle do they act in be- 


ing Diſſeuters, if not upon the principle of _ 
liberty? All the anſwer you give us is this, 


that they diſſent becauſe they think their own 
method of worſhip to be the only ſeriptural 
method. But is not this the fame as to ſay 
in other words, that they diſſent becauſe 
they are for diſclaiming the impoſitions of 
men, and worſhipping God according to the 
dictates of their own conſciences? And 1s not 
a liberty to do this the very liberty you ſpeak 
of, p. c. when you are telling us what our 
fundamental principle is? 
What is it, I beſeech you, that you aim 
at? Wou'd you have it that all thoſe are ene- 
mies to liberty, who think their own me- 
thod of worſhip to be the only ſcriptural 
method? One wou'd be apt to think that 
this is your meaning, not only becauſe the 
diſſenting for this reaſon, our thus thinking 
is here ſet in oppoſition to the diſſenting up- 
on the principle of liberty ; but alfo becauſe 
ſpeaking of this fort of Diſſenters, you tell us, 
| B in 


chat they are pleading for it as ſtrictly as tlie 


(10) 
in p. 8. that you ſhall ſhew their tendency to 
defiroy the Diffenting. Intereſt, But what 
reaſon have you to talk in this manner? Be- 
cauſe the three denominations look on their 


method of worſhip to be the ſcriptural me- 
thod ; are they all to be condemn'd as ene- 
mies to liberty? Many. of the Baprifty par- 

_ ticularly, are fo fully perſuaded, that baptiſm 


by dipping and upon the profeſſion of faith, 
is the only ſcriptural method, that they will 


not join in communion with thoſe who have 
not been baptized in this manner. But may 


they not act in all this very agreeably to our 


common fundamental principle of liberty? : 


For as they follow the dictates of their own 
conſciences, fo they may leave me to follow 
the diQtates olgg'inc. And as long as they 
do fo, what tendency has this notion and 


practice of theirs to deftroy the Diſſenting 


Intereſt? | „ 0 
Lou ſpeak of r7ezef7ing theſe perſons, and 


of ſhewing the neceſſity of diſſenting as en- 


rirely from them as from the eſtabliſhment. 
But do you not in this contradict your own 


principle, and act as an enemy to liberty? 


In what ſenſe are we to reject the Baptiſis 
I ſpeak of? or what neceſſity are we under 
of diſſenting as entirely from them as from 
the eſtabliſhment ? It's not agreeable, we'll 
ſuppoſe, to their notion, that we ſhould join 
with them in receiving the Lord's ſupper. 
To inſiſt upon that, may be to inſiſt upon 

| their 


E 


their giving up to their notion, and we can- 
not inliſt upon this any farther than by en- 
deavouring to ſhew them their miſtake, 
without contradicting the principle of liber: 
ty for every man to form his own ſenti- 


ments: But a Miniſter of another perſuaſion 
may join in preaching and praying with 


them, and we may 1n all other reſpects, ex- 
_ cept the ſingle inſtance, as to which we are 
ſuppoſed to differ, carry ir in a friendly and 
brotherly manner, notwithſtanding our dit- 


ferent ſentiments ; and whoever is wanting 


in ſuch a carriage to thoſe that differ from 
him, on the account of their differences, 

acts ſo far as an enemy to liberty. 97 
But to return to what I was ſpeaking of, 


and to put an end to that head; I. ſhall only 


obſerve farther that the more regard we 
have to the ſcripture in our difſenting, and 
the higher opinioa we have of our merhod 
of worſhip as ſcriptural, the leſs reaſon our 
enemies will have to ſuggeſt that our diſſent- 
ing is owing no: to conſcience but humour, 
and the more we ſhall be fixed in the Diſſent- 
ing Intereſt. The latter part of this obfer- 
vation is confirm'd by fact; for what fort of 
perſons are they who fall off from us to the 


church? Are they fuck as look upon their me- 


thod of worſhip as the ſcriptural method? 


No, generally ſpeaking, they a e of the tame. 
ſtamp with your felt: Perſons who think 


that uo method of worſhip a? all i, laid 
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down in the ſeriptures, bus that it is left to the 


diſtretion of all, to act in this matter as they 


ſee good, p. 27. And for my part, I freely 


own, that if I thought conforming to the 
Church of England, oblig'd me to do no- 


thing that the ſcripture forbids, or omit no- 


thing that it requires, or was as ſcriptural a 
method of worſhip, as that which I practiſe 
among the Diſſenters ; I ſhould not think it 


worth while to ſtand out, purely to ſhew 


that I am a lover of liberty. | 
The laſt thing in the character of this 
ſort of Diſſenters is this, they plead as ſtrifF- 


ly, and with as much bigottry for their me- 
thod of worſhip, as he higheſt in the Church. 


Sof England 4» for the divine right of Epi/- 


copacy, p. 8. BiGoTTRy, according to the 


notion of it you give us, p. 30. ſpeaks a 
man to be an enemy to the liberties of 
others; and for this reaſon I would adviſe 


my good friends the Difſenters to be upon 


their guard againſt it: But if it be with them 


as you ſay; it they all think their particular 


method ot worſhip to be the ſcriptural me- 


thod; tho' I muſt ſuppoſe ſome of them to 


be miſtaken, and may do the beſt I can to 
convince them of their errors; yet I cannot 
in conſcience ſpeak a word againſt their 
pleading as ſtrictly for it, as the higheſt in 
the Church of : Ezg/and do for the divine 
right of Epiſcopacy ; for to ſpeak againſt 
this, is to att the part of an enemy both to 
truth and liberty. here 


«+ > mn 
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There are Bzgots among all parties; the 


Churches are as full of them as the Meet. 


inge. But it is not the notion ſome have of 
the divine right of Epiſcopacy, nor the high 
opinion others entertain of their merhod of 


worſhip, as the only ſpiritual method, that 


neceſſarily leads them to be bigots. What- 
ever thoughts a perſon has of theſe things, 
as long as he leaves you to your liberty of 
forming your own ſentiments, and wor- 
ſhipping God according to the dictates of 


your own conſcience, you have little reaſon 


to complain of his a +: It's eaſy to 
dignify our ſelves and thoſe of our party 
with the honourable title of nen of free and 
generous ſentiments, who have long renounc- 


ed all bigottry and enthuſia ſin, and as eaſy to 


talk of rejecting all thoſe who are not of 
our mind as guilty of Spiritual pride, and 


what not : But let impartial and reaſonable 


perſons be judges, and the acting in this 
manner will ſooner fix the charge of bigot- 
try on our ſelves than on others ; for nothing 
cart be a plainer argument of /o violent an 


iutereſt in particular ſentiments, as to im- 
poſe them upon others, and occaſion cenſure 


if they do not recerve them; or elſe ſuch an 
obſtinacy in preſent ſentiments as will ſi- 
lence all others that are different from them, 
p. 30. The giving our adverſary an ill 


name, is a fort of perſecution, and nat à- 
greeable to the character of a friend of truth 


or 
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or liberty. But I muſt not dwell on theſe 


things ; for my principal deſign in theſe pa- 


pers is, to conſider the liberty you would 


have us give our Miniſters, p. 37. 


The principle of liberty for every man to 


form his own ſentiments, and purſue them 


by all lawful and regular methods; to dif- 


claim the impoſitions of men, and to Wor- 
ſhip God according to the dictates of his 


own conſcience is very dear to me, and I 
hope I ſhall never think that I am 0&/zged, 


in juſtice to my ſelf, to my family, and to 
foezety, which I ought not to incumber, to 
give up this principle, aud feek proviſion 
among thoſe who will not ſuffer me to act 
agreeably to it; nay, inſiſt upon my doing 
that which is directly contradictory thereto. 


The ſame liberty that I claim for my felt, 


I think, I ought to allow to all others, and 


for this reaſon I cannot give into your 


ſcheme ; becauſe the liberty you are plead- 
ing for, ſeems to me, to be inconliſtent 


with, and deſtructive of the liberty of o- 


thers. For how is it poſſible that the peo- 
ple ſhould give all Miniſters as undounded 
'a liberty of ſpeaking their ſentiments in 
publick, as they have of forming them in 
private, without parting with their ow ; 
without giving up that which is their un- 
doubted right, the liberty of chuſing their 

ows Mainitters ? 55 


2 


There 


(15) 
There is nothing to which an uabound- 
ed liberty of ſpeaking may not reach; there 
are no laws to reſtrain it; none which a 
perſon is under a neceſſity of regarding in 
the practice of this 2 and it's natu- 
ral to ſuppoſe, that the liberty ſome Mini- 
ſters may take in ſpeaking may be ſuch, as 
that, in the opinion of ſome perfons, the 


a 
„ 


ends of preaching, the converlion of ſinners, 


and edification of ſaints, are never likely to 
be anſwered by their Miniſtry; and What 


more unreaſonable than to expect that they, 


who have ſuch thoughts of the liberty; they 


uſe, ſnould ever be brought to incourage 


them in the uſe of it? er; 


Do but go into the congregations of thoſe, 
who, according to you, P. 30. are ſo ſpiritu- 


ally proud as to miſtake themſelyes to be the 


oni goſpet-churches, and bud juin with ns 
other upon any terms; or do but hear a fe 


ſermons from ſucli as you call the enthaſraj> 
cical and moſt rigid ANTINOMIANS, p. $1. 
and, without ſetting up for a prophet, I may 


venture to foretell, that you would look up- 


on their miniſters as taking ſuch an indecent 
and unchriſtian liberty of ſpeaking; as that, 


tho? in complatlance to your principle yo 
can do no other than think as you ſay, 2. 3. 


that they habe an equal right with the reff 
of the Diſſenters to enjoy their opinions; yet 
you wou'd count him for an enemy to your 


liberty, who ſhou'd ſpeak a word of obliging 


- you 
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you to take up with ſuch a miniſtty. 
Lour learning and good ſenſe, we'll ſup- 
poſe, have advanc'd you above the groſs of 
the people, and I wiſh with all my heart that 
every Diſſenter had as much learning and ſenſe 
as you have, tho the sonſequence of it might 
be this; you might then be for giving them 
rhe liberty of aſſuming the characters of judg- 
et and cenſors of ſermons, and might think 
that there was not the ſame neceſſity for 
them as there is for others, to put on the mo- 
deft and humble diſpoſition of learners, p. 37. 
but while they are in want of thoſe advanta- 
ges, what muſt they do? muſt they take every 
thing for goſpel that their preachers deliver 
as ſuch? no; you will not, you cannot ſay 
but the meaneſt and molt ignorant amongſt 
them muſt judge for themſelves in the beſt 
manner they can, and, with the Hereans, 
fearch the ſeriptures daily, whether the 
things they hear are ſo. But if, in the con- 
cluſion, they think that the dottrines they 
have been taught, are contrary to the word 
of truth, grois and dangerous errors, mult 
they adhere to the teachers of theſe doc- 
trines, and incourage them by their ſubſcrip- 
tions, that they may not terrify and fragh- 
ten them from us, nor give them an opportu- 
nity of complaining that they do not act con- 
ſiftently with their principles? Do but conſi- 
der how you your lelt would be for acting 
in relation to thole, who, through their ſpi- 
. ritual 


(7) 


ritual pride miſtake themſelves to be the only. 
goſpel churches, or the ent huſiaſtical and rigid 


Antinomians, and then give an anſwer to the 
queſtion, I am not in the leaſt pain for fear 
of your miſtaking. 1 | 

Some think-it very hard, that the people 
ſhou'd inſiſt upon knowing the faith of a mi- 
nifter before they chuſe him, and that agree- 


ably to this they ſhould civilly ask him wWhe- 


ther he believes and can ſubſcribe to ſuch 
and ſuch articles; and it muſt be own'd, that 
it is hard upon the Miniſter who has not 
the ſame faith with the people. For, poſſi- 


bly, this will be the conſequence; he muſt 


either loſe a comfortable poſt or diſſemble 


with the people. And yet to argue againſt 


their troubling themſelves at all about this 
matter, is to argue againſt their liberty of 


judging for themſelves; their right of chu- 


ſing their own miniſters. | 

If any of our people are ſo /ow and ſo 
zgnorant as to inſiſt upon a Miniſter's de- 
claring his faith as to points they know 
no more of than the lady you ſpeak of, p. 28. 
who Yon d not ſuffer her daughter to marry 


an Arminian, meerly becauſe he was: /0, 


let em take the blame to themſelves ; but 
it is to be hop'd, that all among them are not 
to low and ſo ignorant as this comes to; and 


there's an end of the liberty of the people, 


if we will not allow if the general, of their 
acting in this affair 


E Call 


as they may ſee good. 
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Call this the per ver, ſene ſi of our own People, 
or call it what you will; they muſt inſiſt up- 
on this as their right, or give up our funda- 
mental principle of liberty to form our own 
ſentiments, and worſhip God according to 
the dictates of our own conſciences. | 
Their making uſe of their liberty may in 

ſome inſtances give the church of England, 
an opportunity of drawing over to her ſide 
{ome of our miniſters, whoſe publick labours, 


and private lives aud converſations you may 


look upon as both uſeful and entertaining, 
p. 35. But how can we help it? To ſay, that 
for this reaſon they ſhould not have this li- 
berty, is to propoſe a remedy ten thouſand 
times worſe than the diſeaſe. | 

Tou ſpeak as if you think that we are in 
a great deal of danger of loſing the beſt a- 
mongſt us, p. 31. not the elder, but the 
younger Miniſters, p. 32. And indeed if 
ſome proper methods are not taken to prevent 
it, you well not, you ſay, promiſe for them. 
For it ought to be conſider'd, that they are 
fleſh and blood as well as other people, and 
were not born to, ſtarve, and tis a ſin to do 
t, if there is a juſtifiable prevention, p. 36. 


Some may poſſibly interpret this as an in- 


timation of your thinking, that conforming 
to the Church of Euglaud is a juſtifiable pre- 
vention of the evil ſome may be in danger 
of, the ſtaruing among the Diſſenters, who 
are ſo unrealonable as not to give their Mi- 

= niſters 
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niſters as unbounded a liberty of ff eaking 


their ſentiments in publick as of forming 


them in private; but ſhould I meet with a- 


ny of your readers who thus conftrue your 
words, I ſhould think it proper to obſerve 
to them, that you ſuppoſe that the Mint- 
ſters to whom you think us ſo unreaſonable, 


can't conform as Miniſters, without ſub- 


ſcribing in the moſt ſolemn manner, that 
they aſſent to the truth of every tittle con- 
tain'd in the book of common-prayer and the 
Homilies, and that they conſent to the uſe 
F them upon all times therein mentioned; 


as likewiſe to the truth of thirty nine arti- 


cles drawn up in the time of queen Eliza- 


beth, for the avoiding diver ſities of opinions, 


and for the eftabliſhing conſent touching true 
religion, p. 9. And that it their ſentiments 
are offenſive to the generality of the Diſ- 
ſenters, we may reaſonably conclude, that 


they are contrary to ſomewhat or other in 


the book of common- prayer, the Homilies 
and the articles; and that tho', like a perſon 
of unbounded charity, you forbear to judge 
thoſe who were once amongſt us //rong and 
powerful advocates for liberty, and who 
have now given up the cauſe, and, notwith- 
ſtanding their contrary ſentiments, have com- 
ply'd with the ſubſcription we have been 
ipeaking of, and tho? you think the beſt and 
moſt worthily of them that you are able, and 
doubt not but, as they are many of them per- 
. 2 - ſons 
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fons of piety and good ſenſe, th have talen 
care ſome way or other to ſatisfy themſetves, 
p. 32, 33. yet, that you have certainly ſaid 
as Much as can well be ſaid, to deter others 
in the like circumſtances from following 
their example. 

I ſhall rake leave to.tranſcribe Game paſſa- 
ges in your letter for the uſe of the Miniſters 
we are in danger of loſing, and for the ſa- 
tisfaction of ſuch as may charge you with 
intimating that you look on their conformi- 
ty as a juſtifiable prevention of the evils they 
may be expos'd to amongir.us. : 

What an infinitc hardſhip for 
an Arminian to be oblig'd to ſubſcribe artz- 
cles compil'd in a Calviniſtical rain, and 
that are not true in any Arminian ſenſe 
whatever) and what a ſhrewd remptation 
either to pergure themſelves, or leave the 
Church and turn Difſeuters? And which of 
the two ig more preferable, let even the moſt 
viruleut advocates for the eftabliſhment de- 
FAT mine, D. 9, 10. 
In p. 14. you. infer from what you had 
ſaid, har the way of ſubſcribrug them in a- 
Ny private or particular ſenſè will not do, 
but they are to be conſider'd in the original 
ſenſe of 7 the compilers, or elſe they now mean 
Juſi nothing, but are only an old ceremony 
 preſerv'd in the Church to prevent innovati- 


1. * 8 this you add. 


Bui 
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But is this honeſt? or is it not a very 


near approach to perjury ? Do the ceremo- 
nies and ſolemnity of the ſubſcription ſigni- 
fy nothing 2 are they a mere farce ? can they 
ſatisfy themſelves with ſo ſolemn a mockery 
both of God and man Certainly they have 
little reaſon to expett to receive the Holy 
Ghoſt, after they have thus publickly d 
to him. I know not how tis poſſible à man 
can do this with an upright mind, either 
with regard to the thing it ſelf, or to the 
very evil conſequences of it upon all truth 
and common morality. The thing it ſelf 
cannot be vindicated from a crime almoſÞ as 
bad as perjury, and the conſequence is to ſet 
an example of it to the laity. With what 
face can a man diſſuade them from triflin 

with ſerious things, when he has done it 7 
egregionſly himſelf? What is become of 7u- 


ftice, truth and fidelity, if this be allow*d? _ 


What is it a man may not ſay, or ſwear to 
for valuable conſiderations? Where is that 
ftrift adherence to truth, which is not only 
_ znculcated in the Chriſtian revelation 5 but 
is a principle of nature? Why might not 


the primitive Chriſtians have ſacrific®d to 


zdols, deny'd their Maſter, and fo avoided 
perſecution, fince they meant nothing more 
by it than an outward ceremony, which in 
the ſight of God meant nothing at all ? How 


:s it poſſible a man can ever ſuffer for truth, 


aud be a martyr in its cauſe 2 — But ſuch, 
% b Hi, 


(22) 
Sr, are you and your brethren, ſince you are 
often ridicut'd and contemn'd, ſometimes a- 
bandon d to miſery and want for not doing that 
which in civil caſes the pillory would puniſh! 
What an infinite pleaſure is the ſatisfattion 
of your own minds, beyond the thouſands 
which a contrary practice might procure / 
According to this reaſoning, the Mini- 
ſters you have in your eye, of whoſe me- 
rits our people do not ſeem to be ſenſible, 
and whom they do not induige and encou- 
rage as you think they ought to do, will 
not mend the matter, by leaving us, and 
going over to the Church, how itrong ſo- 
eber their inclinations towards it may be. 
For ſuppoſing it to be as you ſay, p. 27. 
That after having well got through the dif- 
freulty of entrance, they frequently take 
more liberty than either their general rules 
or our by-laws will allow; what cold 


comfort is this, when, according to you, 


the door of the Church is ſo exceeding 
ſtrait and narrow for them, that they cannot 
iqueeze thro' without leaving conſczence, 
reaſon, honour and integrity behind them ; 
the principle that tells us whether we do 
right or wrong? p. 12. : 
The caſe of theſe gentlemen is really to 
be pitied; for whatever extraordinary favours 
have been ſhewn to a certain perſon whom 
you ſpeak of as the politeſt and fineſt writer 
this age has produced, it ſeems a vain 2 
or 


(24 ) 


for many others to look for the ſame ad. 


vautages from the world, and to hope that 
it will in time be juſt to them as it has been 
to him, p. 37. = 5 
This however we may be very ſure of, 
that the generality of Diſſenters will never 
come into your ſcheme for recovering their 
intereſt from its preſent low condition, the 


giving their Miniſters as unbounded a liber- 


berty of ſpeaking their ſentiments in pub- 
lick, as of forming them in private. 

What reaſons you have to offer in favour 
of this ſcheme, I cannot fay ; becauſe you 
have been pleas d to keep them as a choice 
fecret lock'd up in your own breaſt ; But 
that truth may every where prevail, I hum- 
bly propoſe that you would carefully look 
them up, cloath them in the moſt handſom 
manner, rank them in the belt order, and 
then ler them make their appearance, and 
try if you cannot charm the world with 
them. Who knows but upon. the ſight of 
theſe reaſons the Mahometans may admit 
the Chriſtian Miniſters into their Mo/ques, 
and the Jeu into their Synagogues, to hear 
what they can ſay in defence of Chriſtianity : 
or that the: Papiſts may give leave to the 
Proteſtant Clergy to preach in their Church- 
es againſt their topperies and fuperſtitions ; 
or at leaſt, that the Church of Eugland may 
open her doors wide enough for our Mini- 
ers to enter in without difficulty, and not 
| only 
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only give them free leave to declaim againſt 
the impolitions of men in God's worſhip, 
the divine right of Epiſcopacy, or any thing 
elſe they have a mind to cry du 
when they Fe done, handſomly reward 


them for theif pains. i 1 
The liberty of the Preſs and of the Pul- 
pit do not, as I fee, ſtand upon the ſame le- 
vel. I may give my neighbour in all religi- 
_ ous matters an unbounded liberty of writ- 1 
ing his ſentiments without any prejudice to ” 
my ſelf, as long as he leaves me to my li- 
| berty to read and oppoſe what he writes, or 
to let it alone: But a congregation may 
loſe their liberty of worſhipping God ac- 
- cording to the diftates of their own con- 
| ſciences, by giving ſuch and ſuch Miniſters 
an unbounded liberty of preaching among 
them. | 5 FE TE por nds 
But ſuppoling it ſhould be granted, that 
there are no more objections to be made 
againſt the liberty of the Pulpit, than are to 
be brought againſt that of the Preſs, what 
advantage would you reap from it? Suppoſe 
we were to give all the worthy gentlemen you 
ſpeak of a fair hearing, and that at leaſt for 
twelve months, or, if you will, twelve years 
to come, they ſhould have free liberty to 
preach, as well as think, what. they pleaſe, 
what would it ſignify ? We mult go far- 
ther than this, or the ends you are aiming 
at can never be anſwer'd. Our purſes muſt. 
pay 


[179 


pay them for their labours, or we ſhall do 


nothing to ſupport their courage, and you 


may ſtill complain of the perver/ene/s of 
our people, and there will be the ſame rea- 
ſon for your fearing, leſt the Church of En- 
gland ſhould draw them over to ber ſide, 
And this liberty taken in theſe circumſtan- 
ces is ſo very extraordinary, that I am apt 


« 


to think you have the honour of being the 


bl 


firſt advocate for it. 


* v 2 


It never enter'd into the thoughts of 
thoſe who contend for the liberty of the 
preſs, to make a ſerious propoſal to ſuch as 


5 offended with their manner of uſing that 


liberty, to reward them for taking it, and 


they do not reflect upon thoſe as perverſe 
and unreaſonable, who do not ſeem dif- 
pos'd to comply with ſuch a propofal. _ 

.. 1f every Church was touſe a private me- 


thod of worſhip of their own, and Chriſtia- 


nity only in general was tobe the eſtablifh'd 
religion in theſe kingdoms, what (ſay you) 
would be the prejudice ? p. 20. But what 
need we ſtop here? let us go a little farther. 
If not Chriftianity only, but Judaiſin and 
Mabomet ani ſin alſo were to be the eſta- 


bliſh'd religions in theſe kingdoims, what. 


wou'd be the prejudice ? If Fews and Turks 


are as good ſubjects as Chriſtians, and do as 


much in their places to ſupport the govern- 
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able to their number, as well as the Chriſti- 
ans their Churches; and if both ſhou'd en- 
joy alike benefit with them from the go- 
yernment they ſupport, on condition that 
none of the revenues belonging to the Chri- 
ſtians were converted to their uſe, what 
would be the prejudice ? I leave you to an- 
{wer the queſtion as you pleaſe. 
But let the matter be thus ſtated, If the 

Chriſtians ſhould be oblig'd to chuſe Fews 
or Mahometans for their Miniſters, and 
handſomly maintain them as ſuch, what 
would be the prejudice? and 1 ſhall not 
ſeruple to ſay, That it would break in upon 
that which is our indiſputed right, the li- 
berty of chuſing our own Maniſters, and 
worſhipping God according to the dictates 
of our own conſciences. _ ” ; 
T am far from deſigning by this manner 
of arguing to inſinuate, that the Miniſters 
you have your eye upan are to be conſider. 
ed as enemies to the Chriſtian faith, like 
the Fews and Mahometans; and I do not 
mean to caſt any reflections upon them, all 
thatTaimar herein, is the ſhewing the abſur- 
dity and impracticableneſs of your ſcheme. 
Lou ſeem to have a mighty opinion of it, 
and to fancy, that, if the people wou'd but 
once come into it, there are ſo many of our 
Preachers that would ſhine out and be fix?d 
in our intereſt, that it would certainly be 
recovered from its preſent low condition, 
N n P · 37. 
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p. 37. But when I look abroad, and take 


a view of the congregations I have any ac- 
quaintance with, and obſerve that none are 


more flouriſhing than thoſe, whoſe people, 


and Miniſters too, are the moſt averſe to this 


ſcheme, I cannot think that the not regard- 


ing it is any conſiderable cauſe of the decay 
of our intereſt, or that the giving in to it 


wou'd do much for its recovery. 
It muſt be acknowledg'd, that however 


it be with our intereſt at preſent, it has at 
ſome times been flouriſning: But you will 


not eaſily prove that its flouriſhing ſtate was 
ever owing to this, the purſuing of your 
ſcheme. For whenever our younger or our 
elder Miniſters deliver'd any thing new, 
and contrary to the received doctrines, the 
people have all along been zealous of hereſy 
in them, and as apt to ferrify and frighten 
them from us, as they are now, 
And indeed, as far as I can fee, the pur- 
ſuing of your ſcheme is the way to ruin our 


affairs, if the railing heats and running us 


into the utmoſt contuſion can do it. 
| You ſeem mightily pleas'd, that hears 
and contentions about the different notions 


we have of the government of the Church. 
and its communion are happily laid aſide, 


and that the different denominations of Preſ- 


byterians, Independents and Baptiſts agree 


in a friendly manner amongſt each other, 
tho" all think their particular one to be the 
% 
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ſeriptural als. p. 27. Butif your ſcheme 
ſhould rake place, iow ſoon would your 
pleaſure be over? for would they any longer 
agree in this manner, if the people of one 
denomination ſhould be obliged to chuſe 
the Miniſter of another denomination, and 
give him an unbounded liberty of preach- 
ing againſt that which they take to be the 
ſcriptural method ? | 
The Miniſters of one denomination often 
exchange with thoſe of another; but what- 
ever liberty they take in their own places of 
ſpeaking their ſentiments, as to the things 
in which they differ, they wiſely pals them 
over, when preaching in another's place, 
and for what other reafon than this, that 
they may not revive. the heats and conten- 
tions that are happily laid aſide ? | 
You wiſh, that they may enjoy. their ſen- 
timents with freedom, as long as they do not 
quarrel about it, of avoid one another upon 
ite account, p. 27. And who but an 'ene- 
my to the Dilſenters will not ſet his Amen to 
this Wiſh! But what freedom can they. have 
in enjoying their ſentiment, if they mor. 
give Miniſters an unbounded libert 2 
ipeaking againſt it, and chuſe one w 
likely to take the liberty which they are 18 
give him? If this muſt be the caſe, no 
other is to be expected than that they ſhou'd 
be continually diſputing. and Lf 
"+ 


= 


Aa 


Ec. „ 
and avoiding one another upon its ac- 
count. 


A little after, a melancholy gloom comes 


over your mind, occafioned by your obſerv- 
ing that it. is not the ſame as to our different 
notions of other matters, as it 1s with reſpect 
to our different notions of the government 
of the Church and its communion. Of this * 


you complain in theſe words: IF they would 
but enjoy their other ſentiments in as friend- 


4 a manner, we might have a good proſpett , 
ut till then T am quite out of hopes, But 
methinks you need not deſpair, for it's eaſy 
to ſay how the Calvinifts, Arminians, Bax- 
terians, and Arians amongſt us, may agree 


in as friendly a manner as the Presbyterians, 


Independents, and Baptiſts; let the former 
but go into the ſame way that the latter are 


in, and there's no reaſon to fear but they 


will have the ſame friendly agreement. 

Full liberty to enjoy our own ſentiments 
with freedom, has a natural tendency to 
makè every one eaſy. And thus I account 
for the friendly agreement ſo happily ſubſiſt- 
ing at preſent between thoſe of the Zhree de- 
nominations ; they all have full liberty; fo 
that they can manage the affairs of their ſe- 
veral congregations to their ſatisfaction, 
without any interruption from thoſe who 
differ from them. And let the matter but 
come to this, that the four you ſpeak of give 
each other the like liberty, and I Ga” but 

„ ope 
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hope to ſee them as friendly. And methinks 
this ſhould make you quite out of love with 
your ſcheme, the purſuing it would give us 
no room to hope for that triendly agreement 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary to the having a good 

proſpect. | Re | 
Among the Baptiſir ſome congregations 
are Calviniſts and others Arminians; but 
they do not, as J ſee, quarrel about it, or a- 
void one another on its account; but are ea- 
ſy, and friendly, and like to be ſo, as long 
as the one does not break in upon the liber- 
ty of the other: But would it be thus, if the 
Calviniſts among them ſhould plead for chu- 
ſing a Miniſter Br the Arminzians, and inſiſt 
upon their giving him as unbounded a liber- 
ty of ſpeaking his ſentiments in publick as of 
forming them in private? No, ſo ſtrong is 
the love of liberty, that whenever one party 
becomes jealous of the other, that they have 

a deſign of depriving them of theirs, they 
immediately grow warm, and are more 
ready to treat them as enemies than as 
friends. Ns * 
It is much eaſier to have a friendly agree- 
ment between different congregations of dif- 
ferent ſentiments, than between perſons who 
thus differ in the ſame congregation : But 
what is the reaſon of this? Is it not becauſe 
it is much eaſier in the former caſe to give 
one another full liberty than to do it in the 
latter? But you cannot admit of this as the 
5 8 reaſon, 


ro 
reaſon without ſuppoſing the truth. of that 
which J am contending for; that the giving 


thoſe who differ from us full liberty, is the 


way to have this friendly agreement. 


But let this agreement be wanting either ' 


in different congregations or the ſame, we 
may ſafely conclude, that they are in the 
fault who break in upon the liberty of the 


others. And it ſeems reaſonable to judge 


according to this rule, tho? it ſhould lead'us 
to condemn the party we may look upon as 
orthodox. | 5 

It is plain, as you ſay, p. 27. every one 
ought to follow what he-thinks to be the ſtrip- 


tural method (and I add, the ſeriptural doc 


trine) as long as he does not impoſe it as 
ſuch upon the reſt. And all that any have to 
do, who have other thoughts of this method 


and doctrine, is to lay before thoſe whom 


they think to be miſtaken, ſuch arguments 
as are proper for their conviction; and when 


this is done, they muſt leave them at full li- 


berty to follow what they zhink to be right. 
If therefore any are for aCting in an arbitra- 
ry manner, and bearing down all who op- 
poſe them; if, tho' the minority, they are 


tor chuſing a Miniſter for the reſt, to dire 


them what method or doctrine they ſhall 
follow, and will have every thing managed 
their own way; they deprive them of their 


undoubted right, and whatever ftrsfe! and 


evil works are the conſequence of this, they 
are to be laid at their door, ©  Suppole 
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Suppoſe the method or doctrines the i- 
nority wou'd introduce are really ſcriptural, 
yet they are certainly in the wrong in taking 
this way to 1atroduceghem ; a way contrary 
to the liberty of others, Suppoſe, if you 
pleate for argument's ſake, that the Calvi- 
miſts or Baxterians are in an errour, and 
that none have the knowledge of the ſerip- 

tures but the Arminiaus and Arians, yet 
you uſt own that the former are' to follow 
Char they take to be the ſcriptural doctrines, 
and have a right to chuſe a Miniſter they 
think to be moſt editying. Perſuade them, 
if you can, that one who preaches according 
to the Arminian or Arian ſcheme, may be 
as uſeful to them as another. All that I 
' contend for is this, that you give them full 
liberty; and that, if they are the najority 
of the congregation, the others whom we 
now ſuppoſe to be orthodox muſt manage 
as well as they can under the inconvenience 
brought upon them by what they may call 
the wrozg choice they may have made. 
In the queſtion about the liberties of the 
people, the buſineſs of 9r7hodoxy or hereſy 


is not at all to be conſidered. Every man 15 


orthodox to himſelf, and to follow what he 
' thinks to be ſcriptural. And if a perſon's 
being 2 heretick in my eſteem, be a juſtifia- 
ble reaſon for my denying him his liberty, 
be may have a juſtifiable pretence for depriv- 
ing me of my liberty, becauſe I appear to 
him juſt as he does to ne. | When 


* * I. 


HT 
When pleading rhus for the liberty of the 


people, hereticks as well as orthodox, I ſhould, 


methinks, act very inconſiſtently with my 


ſelf in ſay ing a word againſt the liberty of ; 


Miniſters, and I am nüt ſenſible of my hav- 
ing done it. But it ſeems to me that ſome 
are for eſtabliſhing the liberties of the Mini- 
{ters upon the ruins of the people's liberties, 


and theſe are the only perſons againſt whom 


| have been arguing. . 

Let Miniſters judge for themſelves; all I 

deſire to be granted me is, that the people 
may do the fame. Let Miniſters take, if 

you will, as unbounded a liberty of ſpeaking 

their ſentiments in publick, as of forming 

them in private; I have nothing to oppoſe, 


provided they will give the people as un- 


bounded a liberty of hearing them or letting 


it alone, and of commending or cenſuring 


their ſermons as hey think there is occaſion 


for their doing one or the other. It 4 


ſeem needleſs to add, and provided they will 
leave them to manage their voluntary fub- 
 ſeriptions as they may ſee proper; for if 
they may not thus manage them they are no 
longer Voluntary. 4 = 
But if I underſtand you aright, you would 
have the people give Miniſters their liberty, 
_ tho? they cannot do it without facrificing 
their own. The Miniſters are to preach 
what they pleaſe, and the people are to hear 


what they ſee fit to preach, and handſom- 


ly 


os 


rr ee ee re ere OOO — — — 


— — 


(34) 
ly incourage their labours, or acrum eft de 
nobis, periimus; we ſhall ſoon ſee an end of 
Diſſenters; our intereſt is dying, and it will 

not be long before it draws its laſt breath. 
Ihe cauſe of truth and the cauſe of liber- 
ty are both to be ſerved; but we ſhould not 
prejudice the one under a pretence of ſerving 
the other. : | N 
Thoſe Mffffters are wanting in their re- 
gards to truth, who are for concealing their 
ſentiments in any matter of conſequence for 
tear of diſobliging the people; or who are 
in other words for preaching not as pleaſing 
God, but men. This is to prattiſe a mean 
and a groveling art. Let them boldly diſ- 
charge their duty, and leave it to God to 
take care of their intereſt. _ 1 
The people are wanting in their regards 
to truth, and you may add, if you pleaſe, Ji- 
berty too, who are for obliging their Mini- 
ſters to a contrary carriage. Thus far you 
and Kare agreec. 8 
And if you fay, that all the Miniſters WhO 

approve themſelves to the conſciences of the 
people as lovers of truth, Men of honeſty and 
principle, are to be valued as ſuch (p. 28.) 
you expreſs my thoughts as well as your own. 
Whoever they are, whether they be Jews, 
Mahometans, Deiſts or Chriſtians, who 
come under this character, they are ſo far to 
be admired and valued. 


But 


EE EE. 
But for any perſon to expect, becauſe he 
is a lover of truth, a man of honeſty and 
principle, and, as you may add, if you pleaſe, 
a man of learning and piety, that for theſe 

reaſons I ſhould chuſe him for my Minilter, 
and maintain and incourage him, as I would 
do any other, and give him your unbounded 
liberty of ſpeaking his ſentiments in publick, 
where I am to worſhip, how much ſoever 
thoſe ſentiments ſeem to me to contradict 
the ſcriptures, and how fatal ſoever I may 
think they are in their conſequences, is for 
him to expect that I ſhould act with too 
much indifference for truth, and part with 
my liberty of chuſing my own Maaiſter, or, 
as I may expreſs it, purſuing my own ſenti- 
ments by all lawful and regular methods, and 
worſhipping Cod according to the dictates of 
my own conſerence, © = ws 

I ſhould act as an enemy to truth as well 
as liberty, were I not a friend to every one, 
who appears to me to be a lover of truth, 
and a man of 1 and principle, how _ 
contrary ſoever his ſentiments may be to 
mine; and certainly I ought not to perſe- 
cute him in any reſpect, becauſe he and I, 
as it happens, very widely differ in our no- 
tions; but it highly becomes me, as I have 
opportunity to be doing him good and ſerving 
him as to his temporal intereſts. And as f 
ought to carry it towards him, ſo I think J 
may reaſonably N that he ſhould carry 

wh, 8 2 „ 
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it 1 me, upon ſuppoſition that he 
thinks I come under the ſame good charac- 
er that he bears: But how ſhall either of us 
enjoy his ſentiments with freedom, and- 
where's the liberty either of us ſhall have of 
purſuing his own ſentiments, if he muſt be 
oblig'd to chuſe me for his Miniſter, or I to 
take him and no other for mine? 

Alk that the love of truth can be ſuppoſed 
to oblige us to do is this, the giving one an- 
other a fair hearing, or the conſidering, as 
impartially as we can, what can be ſaid on 
both ſides for our contrary ſentiments; but 
it cannot, as I think, be reaſonably imagin- 
ed, that it ever obliges any to part with 
their liberty of judging for themſelves, as 
whether ſuch 4o&rines are true, ſo whether it 
be proper to hear and incourage ſuch Mini- 
ſters. 1 add no more than that 1 am, a 


Fir, ö 
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Zour aer humble S ervant, 
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REVEREND SIX, 128 . 
THE far greater part of the foregoing letter 
has lain by me ſome months, and not a word 
has been added or left out on the account of the 
—_ of your conforming, which I heard the laſt. 
Wells 2 - 71 | 1 
It is commonly reported, that you are the au- 
thor of the Enquiry, the very perſon. to whom I 
have been writing. It may do you ſome ſervice 
with, your new friends, and give your old ones 
more favourable thoughts of your conduct, either 


to aſſure the world that you are not, or, if that 


can't be done, to give an anſwer to the ſeveral paſ- 
ſages againſt conformity, which zhat paper is full 
of, If you have therein impos'd upon us, the do- 


ing the beſt you can for our convittion, is a debt 


— 


you owe us, and we may juſtly demand the pay- 
ment of it. I beg leave therefore to propoſe the 


following queſtions to your conſideration. 


Is not the cauſe of Liberty the true foundation. 
of the diſſenting Interoſt, the cauſe of God, and the 
happineſs of mankind ? (p. 44.) Can any who have 
been ſtrong and power ful advocates for liberty, ſeek. 


ecclefaaftical preferments from the government, 


without giving p the cauſe * And does not this do 
it a. greater prejudice than never to have engag'd in 
it? p. 32. Is it to be thought that any are obig d 
in juſtice to themſelves, to their families, and to ſo- 
ciety, to quit thoſe who are maintaining ſo glorious 
a cauſe? Is not this 4 weaxening of their inter? 
(ibid.) Is it jaſtiſiablę upon any account whatever 
to give up the cauſe of God, and the happineſs of 

Po ES man- 
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438) 
mankind ? (p. 36.) Had we not much better farve 
than do this? (ibid.) Is not this to act as ene- 
mies to God and men? 1 
Are not /ome of the Ceremonies of the Church 

not only unſcriptural, but abſurd ? (p. 11.) Is not 
this the general rule in the ſcripture for religious 
worſhip, that all things ſhon'd be done decently 
and in order? (p. 23.) But what an indecent noiſe 
ig made by the reſponſes ? (ibid.) Is it not the moſt 
confus'd and harſh one can hear? (ibid.) Is there 
not ſuperſtition in bowing to the altar, and in 
the Croſs in baptiſm? But above all, what ten- 
der parent can be willing to give up his own natural 
right over his child, and have it dedicated in 
baptiſm by others? If parents are ſerious in 
the matter, would they not be very glad to offer 
them up to God themſelves, and are they not 
moſt nearly engag'd to provide for them? How 
few are there that perform the promiſe they 
make when they ſtand Godfathers, or who 7s there 
that does not turn it into jeſt ? (p. 24.) Is not this 
. ſongle impoſition ſufficient to keep a perſon from 
the Church? Is not kneeling at the communion 
a notorious impoſition? If the moſt did agree in 
it, why ſhould it be made neceſſary to communion, 
o that whoſoever will not comply with it muſt 
be excluded ? If we have no abjeftion to the ce- 
remonies in themſelves, yet how can we comply 
with them when we confider them as impoſitions ? 
(p. 26.) How then can we juſtify our declaring. 
aſſent and conſent to the ule of them? Can men con- 
ſent to the uſe of the Common Prayer, who think. 
ſome things in it to be ſo abſurd, that it is an affront. 
to: the divine being 10 offer it to him? (p. 16.0 But 


is not this conſenting required of every Miniſter  _ 
of the Church of England? (p. 9.) If the Diſſen- 
ert 5 08 > ters. 


(39) 
ters are impoſing, and we may as well be impoſed: 
upon in the Church as out of it, eſpecially the Clergy, 
who are in the way of getting more by it, what is 
the conſequence? Is this a reaſon that we ſhould 
part with -our liberty, and voluntarily put on the 
' fetters of the Church? (p. 25.) Should we not ra- 
ther make a noble ſtand againſt impoſitions of 
every kind, every thing we take to be ſuch, whe- 
ther in the Church or Meeting? | 
Is not the /ub/cription inſiſted on from thoſe who 
deſire to take orders, the main objeftion of all to 
their proceeding ? (p. 23.) Are there not many of 
the beſt and wiſeſt of the Church of England that 
cannot believe ſome of the articles to be true in any 
ſenſe whatever, to the truth of which they are obligd 

to ſubſcribe in the moſt ſolemn manner that they aſ= 
ſent? (p. 9.) And are there not others the whole 
current of whoſe opinions run contrary to them? 
(ibid.) I it honeſt for them to make this ſub- 
ſcription, or is it not a very near approach to per- 
jury? (p. 1 bat is become of juſtice, truth 
and fidelity, this be allow? M bat is it a 
man may not ſay or ſwear to for valuable conſidera- 
tions? (ibid.) If the Enquirer had been à clergy- 
man, and call d upon to ſubſcribe, muſt he not in 4 
manner had perjur d himſelf, or elſe have been de- 
barr'd of that ſervice to men's beſt intereſts, which 
he might think himſelf capable of? (p. 12.) And 
if, after all, he has been tempted to ſubſcribe, 


with what face can he ſtand in the pulpit, and 


diſſuade the laity from trifling with ſerious things, 
when he has done it ſo egregiouſly himſelf ?. (p. 14.) 
lt muſt be acknowledg'd, that many of our Mini- 


ſters, if they could but comply with the impoſitions of 


the Chulch, wou'd be entitled by their learning and 
piety to conſiderable preferments, and ſuch confide- 
rable 


1 Ki 


Fable pr ef er ments have” ſometimes been laid as Ba I: ; 


to draw them into it. (p. ti.) Who knows har 
ſer vice you may do thoſe. worthy” gentlenieh, *y 
giving a fair anſwer to theſe queſtions? What an- 


{wer moſt of chem have received from the Enquire).  « 


may be ſeen by «conſulting the places referr "UXo. 
But it is to be ſuppos'd, that Mr. Gough the clet- 
gyman is able to thew the weakneſs and ſophiſtry 
of that author. It had been, I muſt own, the 


more honourable way of proceeding to have con- 


futed him firſt, and have conform'd afterwards? 
Then you had enter'd into the ſervice of the 
Church of England with triumph: But A late, 
as we ſay, than neuer. That gentleman _ 
ed her ſo roughly, that a ſmart anſwer to his 
per, tho' a little out of ſeaſon, will not fail of 
Winning her favour, and e you) one of her. 
_ darlings.' 

I only add, - that the ſooner your Anſiver | 
appears, the leſs you will ſuffer 1 . your' reputa- 
tion from your former brethren : if they for- 
bear to judge you, and think the U ind moſt wor- 
zhily of yon that they are able, it is odds but they #* 
will be faying, all the while your Anſwer is hatch- + 
ing, chat they cannot gueſs ar the priffieig1e you: was - 
ated by in leaving them, aud make excuſe more 
honourable. for you than neceſſity. (p. 33 Y *And © 
to ſay, that nece/ity puts a man upon doing what he 
cannot 2 N is not to 0 F for him, bur con- 
demn Ri | a 
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